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1898 


January 6, 1898 
“Christ’s Second Coming” The Present Truth 14, 1, p. 4. 


ATJ 


PREPARE ye the way of the Lord.” “To make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”P TUK January 6, 1898, page 4.1 


“Lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the 
cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God will come 
with strong hand.”PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.2 


“But who may abide the day of His coming; and who shall stand 
when He appeareth?”PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.3 


“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off 
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light."P7TUK 
January 6, 1898, page 4.4 


“And now, little children, abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, 
we may have evidence, and not he ashamed before Him at His 
coming. If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that every one that 
doeth righteousness is born of Him.”PTUK January 6, 1898, page 
4.5 


“Fear God and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 
come.”PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.6 


WHAT IS YOUR COVERING 


“WOE to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, 
but not of Me; and that cover with a covering, but not of My Spirit, 
that they may add sin to sin." P TUK January 6, 1898, page 4.7 


The Spirit of God is the only safe covering for any soul. But here is 
described a people who are seeking to cover themselves with a 
covering that is not of God’s Spirit. PT UK January 6, 1898, page 4.8 
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Of people just as they are in this world the Lord says they “are 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” And it 
will never do to appear thus before the Lord. The hearts of men 
know this, and therefore they seek a covering. This is right; they 
must have a covering. But the great difficulty is, they do not seek in 
the right way for their covering: they “cover with a covering, but not 
of My Spirit,” saith the Lord.PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.9 


NO COVERING 


IN another place (/saiah 59:5) He says they “weave the spider’s 
web,” of which to make for themselves garments for covering. What 
a strange notion a person must have, indeed, to think that such stuff 
as spider’s web will be sufficient for a covering in that day! No, no! 
The Lord continues, “Their webs shall not become garments.”P TUK 
January 6, 1898, page 4.10 


But what is the material out of which they weave this spider-web 
stuff, to make garments to cover themselves? Here is the answer: 
“Neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works 
are of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.”P7TUK 
January 6, 1898, page 4.11 


Of their own works they would make garments to cover themselves 
in the day when God shall search Jerusalem with candles. But such 
righteousness is as filthy rags, and can never cover anyone so that 
the shame of his nakedness will not appear. Such material is but 
spider’s web for protection and covering in the great day when the 
towers fall. PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.12 


Their works are works of iniquity, and in doing more works they only 
“add sin to sin.” But sin is what has made us naked. And surely that 
which made us naked can never clothe us. Therefore no works of 
our own can ever clothe us; by these we can never have any 
secure covering.P7UK January 6, 1898, page 4.13 


THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 


YET this need not discourage us. Hear what the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, says: “Buy ofMe ... white raiment, that thou mayest be 





4 


clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.” This 
will clothe us perfectly, and acceptably to the great King.PTUK 
January 6, 1898, page 4.14 


But He says, “Buy,” and how shall | buy, how can | buy, when | am 
only “wretched, and miserable, and poor’?—Oh, “Come! buy ... 
without money and without price.” “Ye have sold yourselves for 
naught; and ye shall be redeemed without money.” Therefore “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He 
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered 
me with the robe of righteousness.”P TUK January 6, 1898, page 
4.15 


This robe is no spider’s-web stuff. Every thread of it—warp and 
woof—was manufactured of the character of the eternal God; and it 
was also woven by Himself in the precious loom of the life of His 
only begotten Son on earth. This robe of the righteousness of God, 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, will perfectly cover every soul who 
will receive it, and will make him fully welcome to the courts of the 
great King in that great day.P7UK January 6, 1898, page 4.16 


THE HOLY SPIRIT’S SEAL 


TO have this robe prepares us, too, for the covering of God’s Spirit. 
For that Spirit is the seal of God’s righteousness upon all who have 
that righteousness. And when He has covered us with the robe of 
His righteousness, He seals that righteousness upon us by the 
baptism of His Holy Spirit. And thus is the covering of His Spirit 
sought. Thus is it rightly sought. Thus is it sought so that it surely 
shall be secured.PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.17 


This covering of God’s Spirit is to shelter God’s people in the 
terrible times of “the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth,” and when the 
plagues of the just judgments and wrath of God are poured out 
upon a world confirmed in wickedness.PTUK January 6, 1898, page 
4.18 


Do not try to clothe yourself with your works; it is but weaving the 
spider’s web; they are but works of iniquity, and the Holy Spirit 





cannot put upon them His seal of approval. Clothe yourself only 
with the robe of God’s righteousness; for this the Holy Spirit will 
willingly and gladly seal upon you as perfect righteousness for 
evermore.PTUK January 6, 1898, page 4.19 


Thus and then will you be covered with the covering of His Spirit, 
and will be sheltered, protected, saved, and delivered in the great 
day of His wrath. For the great day of His wrath is shortly to come, 
and who shall be able to stand?P7UK January 6, 1898, page 4.20 


What is your covering? “Receive ye the Holy Ghost..P TUK January 
6, 1898, page 4.21 


A. T. JONES. 





January 20, 1898 
““Not Far’ Means ‘Near’” The Present Truth 14, 3, p. 41. 


ATJ 


HAVE you ever thought that God was away off from you, and you 
did not know how to get hear to him? PTUK January 20, 1898, page 
41.1 


His answer to all that is that “he is not far from every one of 
us.”PTUK January 20, 1898, page 41.2 


To be “not far” is to be near. Then as he is not far from every one of 
us, he is certainly near to every one of us.PTUK January 20, 1898, 
page 41.3 


Had it occurred to you that this word—“he is not far from every one 
of us’—was first spoken to a great crowd of heathen, Greek 
heathen, too, sunken to the very depths of idolatry and all other 
Greek heathen abominations; and that there was not a single even 
professed Christian there, except the man who spoke it?P7UK 
January 20, 1898, page 41.4 


That is the truth: it was spoken by Paul at Athens; and he was there 
“alone,” and he spoke it to a crowd of none but heathen. To them all 
he said, by inspiration of God, “He is not far from every one of 
us.”PTUK January 20, 1898, page 41.5 


That being true of heathen, and such heathen, too, how is it, then, 
with you who do believe in Him and love Him? Is He far from you? 
—No, no; He isnot far from you; He is near to you.PTUK January 
20, 1898, page 41.6 


Yes, He is more than near to you: He says, “Lo, | amwith you.” 
More than that: He says: “Il am with youa/ways.” Yea, even more 
than that: He says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”P TUK 
January 20, 1898, page 41.7 


Then please, please, never think again that God is far from you. 
Nobody but the devil can ever suggest such a thing. Please believe 





7 


the Lord rather than the devil.PTUK January 20, 1898, page 41.8 


A. T. JONES. 





January 27, 1898 
“The Broken Heart” The Present Truth 14, 4, pp. 83, 84. 


ATJ 


JESUS died of a broken heart.Psalm 69:20. This is intensely 
significant.PTUK January 27, 1898, page 83.1 


It was the ingratitude and the reproach of those for whom he 
endured the cruel suffering of the cross, that broke His heart.P7UK 
January 27, 1898, page 83.2 


And when, in that great and awful day that is to come, all those who 
hold to ingratitude or reproach see what they have really done, and 
what they have lost, reproach will also break their hearts—though 
with them it will be se/f-reproach. Who can bear it! O then please do 
not any longer be ungrateful or reproachful in the presence of the 
cross of Christ. PTUK January 27, 1898, page 83.3 


A deeper truth than this is that it would be the same with those 
persons if they were in heaven itself instead of in hell. To them 
heaven would be the same as hell; for it will not be what is outside 
of them, but what is inside, that will hurt.P7TUK January 27, 1898, 
page 83.4 


And a yet deeper truth is that even though their ingratitude and 
reproach did not return upon them, and they were placed in heaven, 
yet they would die of a broken heart. For to take these persons, 
wholly unacquainted with true and lasting joy, and place them in the 
transcendent and eternal bliss of heaven, with the assurance that it 
was all and eternally theirs—the overwhelming consciousness of 
this fact would break the heart.PTUK January 27, 1898, page 83.5 


Do you not know that the heart can be broken by joy as truly as by 
sorrow! Do you not know that such a thing has occurred in this 
world—though of course in this world of trouble and sorrow, a heart 
broken by joy is far less usual than hearts broken by sorrow!P7UK 
January 27, 1898, page 83.6 


The one great consideration in all this is that it is not all of heaven to 
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be in heaven, nor is it all of hell to be in hell. The a// of either place 
is in being fit for it. PTUK January 27, 1898, page 83.7 


To be fit for heaven is what will find heaven to be all of heaven. And 
—awful truth!—to be fit for hell is what will find hell to be all of hell. 
No one can possibly find either place without the fitness for it; and 
there is no other place.PTUK January 27, 1898, page 83.8 


O then, dear friend, do not, against the cross of Christ, heap up 
ingratitude and reproach that fits for hell, and that will surely break 
the heart. Receive Him, yield yourself to Him, thatnow you may 
become acquainted with and enjoy the true and everlasting joy of 
heaven, that fits for heaven, so that when heaven itself, with all its 
glory, with all its transcendent bliss, with its fulness of eternal joy, is 
placed upon the hearts of the redeemed, your heart will not be 
broken by it.PTUK January 27, 1898, page 84.1 


Everything that occurred in the life of Christ on earth is laden with 
meaning. And this one—the most awful of all—is freighted with a 
most awful meaning. That broken heart! Think of it carefully, study it 
reverently.PTUK January 27, 1898, page 84.2 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 3, 1898 
“Not the Outside but Inside” The Present Truth 14, 5, p. 73. 


ATJ 


IT is not what is outside of us, but what is inside, that makes us 
Christians and keeps us so.PTUK February 3, 1898, page 73.1 


If you think you could be a better Christian if they were better 
brethren and sisters in the church, you greatly mistake. It is just the 
other way: if you were a better Christian, you would find better 
brethren and sisters in the church.PTUK February 3, 1898, page 
73.2 


If you think you could do better if only you had better neighbours, 
you greatly mistake. The truth is that if you would do better, you 
would have better neighbours. And if you were a better Christian, 
you would do better. You must be better before you can do 
better. PTUK February 3, 1898, page 73.3 


Christianity does not cove from ourselves, nor from anybody nor 
anything that is around us. It comes down straight from heaven to 
every soul who will receive it. And having its source in heaven, it is 
not, and cannot be, affected by anything that is of earth.PTUK 
February 3, 1898, page 73.4 


Thus the Christian has joy in sorrow, peace in perplexity, riches in 
poverty, society in loneliness, and friendship among strangers and 
even enemies.PTUK February 3, 1898, page 73.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 17, 1898 
“One” The Present Truth 14, 7, p. 98. 


ATJ 


“ONE shall chase a thousand.” If you are a Christian, the Lord 
intends that you shall have more influence for good than a thousand 
other people can have for evil. He intends that you shall have more 
influence over a thousand worldlings and sinners than a thousand 
such can have over you.PTUK February 17, 1898, page 98.1 


What a disappointment to the Lord, then, what a grief to the angels, 
and what a satisfaction to Satan, it is, when a professed Christian— 
one who bears the name of the Lord, and stands under the ensign 
of the Mighty One of Israel—yields to the influence of worldlings 
and sinners because; they are many, and he is one! PT UK February 
17, 1898, page 98.2 


Ah! when that is done, it shows that the heart is not loyal to the 
Lord. It shows that there is in the heart really a love for the world 
and a willingness to fellowship sin; and the name of the Lord is 
dishonoured, and ensign is disgraced, by the Christian profession of 
such people And if you arc excusing yourself from genuine 
Christian faithfulness by the plea that you are alone while there are 
many sinners around, that is what is really the matter,—at heart you 
are disloyal to their Lord and a sympathiser with the enemy.P7UK 
February 17, 1898, page 98.3 


Put it all away. Stand up like a true and loyal soldier. Fix your heart 
upon the Lord to be loyal to Him, though not; another soul on earth 
is so. Then though you be but one, yet you will have more influence 
over a thousand than the thousands can have over you. 
Remember, it is “not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the Lord.” “Now thanks be unto God, whichalways causes us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us in every place.”PTUK February 17, 1898, page 98.4 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 24, 1898 
“The Secret and the Open Life” The Present Truth 14, 8, p. 117. 


ATJ 


“WHEN thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”P TUK February 24, 1898, 
page 117.1 


Note, this does not say that He will reward you in secret. No; He 
sees you in secret, He hears you in secret; but He rewards you, He 
answers you, openly.PTUK February 24, 1898, page 117.2 


In this, then, He teaches you and me that we are to care for the 
secret life, and He will care for the open life. And as certainly as we 
are watchful upon our secret life, and keep it straight with God, so 
certainly will He be watchful upon our open life, and will keep it 
straight with men.PTUK February 24, 1898, page 117.3 


Yet man’s way is the reverse of this: he is inclined to be ever 
watching his open life, trying to correct a wrong impression here, to 
straighten a crooked influence there, all the while neglecting the 
secret life, of which these outward things are but b the 
reflection.PTUK February 24, 1898, page 117.4 


Can a crooked stick cast a straight shadow?—No more can a life 
that is crooked in secret be straight openly. When a crooked stick 
has cast its crooked shadow, is it the sensible thing to go tinkering 
the shadow to make it straight?—No; correct the stick, make it 
straight; then there will be no difficulty with the shadow; all who see 
it will see that it is straight. No more is it sensible to be tinkering 
your outward life to have it straight; straighten the secret life, and 
God has certified that your open life shall be straight. Then put your 
time and attention upon your secret life; keep your time and 
attention there; spend much time with Him who seeth in secret: and 
He will put His time and attention upon your open life; He will keep 
His time and attention there, and will spend much time with you 
openly, and before those who see only openly; and will see to it that 
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your open life tells only of the good, the pure, and the true,—that it 
tells only of God.PTUK February 24, 1898, page 117.5 


A. T. JONES. 





14 


March 3, 1898 
““As in Heaven, so in Earth’” The Present Truth 14, 9, pp. 129, 130. 


ATJ 


WE pray often some of us every day, “Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven.” But how many have ever taken the time to find out 
just how His will is done in heaven? And flow can there be any real 
point in our prayer, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” so 
long as we do not know how His will is done in heaven?P7TUK 
March 3, 1898, page 129.1 


Such a prayer is certain to be vague and indefinite, a mere 
generalisation, unless we know how His will is done in heaven. But 
when we do know that, our prayer can be definite, positive, and full 
of faith, and thus with the sure result that, so far as we are 
concerned, the will of God will be done on earth precisely as it is in 
heaven.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 129.2 


The Lord does not present to men vain things. It is intended, and it 
can be so, that the word shall be accomplished as certainly as it is 
prayed. Though, we say again, How can this be unless we know 
how it is done in heaven, so that this prayer by us can be definite, 
positive, and full of faith? PTUK March 3, 1898, page 129.3 


WHO are in heaven to do the will of God there?—The angels, to be 
sure. Then when we know how the will of God is done by them in 
heaven, and what they do that the will of God may be done in them 
in heaven, we can know how to pray this prayer so that it shall 
mean to us just what it says,—we shall know just how the will of 
God shall be done on earth as it is in heaven.P TUK March 3, 1898, 
page 129.4 


WHAT, then, of the angels?P7TUK March 3, 1898, page 129.5 

First: In heaven the angels “do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven.” Matthew 18:10.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 
129.6 


Second: His angels hearken to the voice of His word.Psa/m 
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103:20. And they “do His commandments” through “hearkening 
unto the voice of His word.”P TUK March 3, 1898, page 129.7 


Third: The will of God,as in His Word—“as it is in heaven,’—is 
conveyed to the knowledge of the angels by the Spirit of God 
—“Whithersoever the Spirit was to go, they went.” Ezekiel 
1:20.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 129.8 


Fourth: When the Spirit of God thus conveys to their knowledge the 
will of God,as it is in His Word, to which the angels are 
“hearkening,” instantly their spirit responds, and thus His will 
becomes at once their will, too,—“Whithersoever the Spirit was to 
go, they went, thither was their spirit to go.” “And the living 
creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of 
lightning.” Verses 20, 14.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 130.1 


THAT is the way the will of God is done in heaven. And that is the 
way that it is fo be done in the earth. That is what is in the prayer, 
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” And that is the way 
that His will will be done on earth, in every one who, knowing how 
His will is done in heaven, puts himself in the same attitude as 
those in heaven, and makes the prayer in an intelligent faith. P TUK 
March 3, 1898, page 130.2 


This attitude of the angels in heaven is precisely the attitude which 
it is intended that we shall hold on earth. Read, then, of ourselves: 
—PTUK March 3, 1898, page 130.3 


First: We are always to behold the face of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ. “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” “But we 
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image.” 2 Corinthians 4:6; 3:78. “Unto Thee 
lift | up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as 
the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the 
eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God.” Psalm 123:1, 2.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 
130.4 


Second: We are to hearken to the voice of His Word—“Mine ears 
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hast Thou opened.” Psalm 40:6. “The Lord God hath opened mine 
ear, and | was not rebellious, neither turned away back.” “He 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” /saiah 50:5, 1.PTUK 
March 3, 1898, page 130.5 


Third: The will of Godas in His Word, is to be conveyed to our 
understanding by the Spirit of God. We are to be ever dependent 
upon the Spirit of God for this. “Consider what | say; and the Lord 
give thee understanding in all things.” 2 Timothy 2:7. The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He shall teach you all things, ... whatsoever | have said 
unto you.” John 16:26. “He small not speak of Himself, but 
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak.” John 16:73.PTUK 
March 3, 1898, page 130.6 


Fourth: When the Spirit of God does convey to our understanding 
the will of God as it is in His Word, instantly our spirit is to respond, 
and yield submission to His Spirit, that His will may be our will. “As 
many as are led by the Spirit of Lord, they are the sons of God.” 
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God.” Romans 8:6. And “the minding of the flesh is 
death; but the minding of the Spirit is life and peace.” Romans 8:6, 
margin.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 130.7 


Fifth: When we thus hearken to His Word, and receive, by His 
Spirit, the understanding of His will as it is in His Word,—“as it is in 
heaven,’—and our spirit responds to His Spirit, so that His will 
becomes our will, then the thing is done; His Word is filled, His will 
is accomplished in us on earth as it is in those in heaven: as it is 
done just as quickly—“as the appearance of a flash of lightning’—in 
our innermost, secret life, and shines through all time, openly, 
before those who are without. For “My Word ... shall accomplish 
that which | please.” /saiah 55:17. And the Word of God always acts 
instantaneously—“He spake, and it was.” Psalm 33:9. The leper 
said, Lord, “If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” The Lord 
replied, “I will; be thou clean. And as soon as He had spoken, 
immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” 
Mark 1:40-42.PTUK March 3, 1898, page 130.8 


Do you now see more clearly, do you understand better, how the 
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will of God done in heaven, and how it is fo be done on earth? Can 
you not now pray more intelligently, “Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven”? Then will you now pray directly, positively, and in full 
faith, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven’?P TUK March 3, 
1898, page 130.9 


A. T. JONES. 
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April 21, 1898 
“The Wisdom of the Spirit” The Present Truth 14, 16, p. 248. 


ATJ 


IT has been well said by Archdeacon Farrar that “it needs the 
grandeur and truthfulness of an intellect which Heaven bestowed, to 
bring back not a few of the deepest truths of Scripture in their 
brightness and original intensity.” And because of this, and to this 
very end, the Holy Spirit is given. He “shall bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” “He shall receive 
of Mine, and show it unto you.” “We have received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God.” Infinite loss, however, is 
incurred by thousands of people in depending upon the intellect of 
men to bring out these truths instead of depending solely upon the 
Holy Spirit, who is given to do it, and who only can do it.PTUK April 
21, 1898, page 248.1 


A. T. JONES. 
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May 12, 1898 
“Knowing the Fathers” The Present Truth 14, 19, pp. 274, 275. 


ATJ 


IT is written: “No man knoweth the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”PTUK May 12, 1898, page 
274.1 


God is known only in Christ, only as He is revealed through Christ. 
For “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” He is 
“God manifest in the flesh.” He is “God with us."PTUK May 12, 
1898, page 274.2 


It is written also: “Hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
between Me and you, that ye may know that | aw the Lord your 
God.”PTUK May 12, 1898, page 274.3 


God is known in hallowing the Sabbath: the object of the Sabbath is 
that in the hallowing of it, the one who hallows it may know that the 
Lord is his God.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 274.4 


Now as God is known in the hallowing of the Sabbath, and as God 
is known only in the revelation of Jesus Christ, it is certainly true 
that true hallowing of the Sabbath is known only in Christ, and the 
true knowledge of Christ is known only in the hallowing of the 
Sabbath.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 274.5 


As God is known only by those to whom Christ reveals Him, and as 
the Sabbath is a sign by which the believer may know that the Lord 
is his God, it is certainly true that the Sabbath is a sign by which He 
who hallows it may know that the Lord is his God as Christ reveals 
Him.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 274.6 


And it is written, “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God.” Therefore, as the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God, and as the Sabbath is a sign by which, in the hallowing of it, 
“ye may know that | am the Lord your God,” it is certainly true that 
the seventh day is a sign by which he who hallows it nifty know that 
the Lord is Godas Christ reveals Him.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 
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274.7 


That many people do not believe this, that even many Christians do 
not believe it, does not affect the truth of it. It is the truth, even 
though nobody on earth ever believed it. And being the truth, 
people—even Christians—by not believing it simply rob themselves 
of its virtue and its power.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 274.8 


“No man knoweth the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal Him.” “Hallow My Sabbaths;and they shall be a 
sign between Me and you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your 
God.” “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.PTUK 
May 12, 1898, page 274.9 


A. T. JONES. 


““How Shall We?’” The Present Truth 14, 19, pp. 293, 294. 


ATJ 


“HOW shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?’P7 UK 
May 12, 1898, page 293.1 


How shall we? Can you tell? PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.2 


Can a man live in what he dies of? When any person dies of any 
disease, can he live any longer in it?—No; that is why he died—he 
could not live any longer in it. PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.3 


Having died of that disease, were he even brought back from the 
dead into that very disease, could he live any longer in it?—No; he 
would certainly and immediately die again. A person simply can not 
live any longer in the thing of which he has died. This is perfectly 
plain to everybody.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.4 


Very well, then, have you died to sin? Have you grown so sick of sin 
that you died of it? Have you grown so sick of it that you could live 
no longer in it, and so died to it? PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.5 


If you have, do not be afraid; you can not live any longer therein. 
Were you even taken back from that death, and put once more in 
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the presence of sin, you would certainly and immediately die again. 
You could not live any longer in it, when you were there before; and 
because you could not live any longer in it, you died; and if you 
were brought back to it again, you could not live any longer in it any 
more than you did before. PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.6 


Remember, this is being sick unto death, of sin; not sick of a few or 
even many particular sins, while at the same time you choose 
others because they are pleasing to you, and become fat and 
flourishing on them. In this way you can live in sin forever, and then 
die in it, and then die the second death for it. PTUK May 12, 1898, 
page 293.7 


No; it is not sins, so that we can die to one and live to another, that 
are contemplated in the Scripture; it is sin,—sin in the essence,—so 
that when you die to it, it is death indeed to sin, in every phase and 
of every sort. Then, being thus dead to sin, you simply can not live 
any longer therein. The very presence of the thing, the very 
suggestion of it, is death to you.PTUK May 12, 1898, page 293.8 


And being thus dead to sin, the Lord intends that we shall not live 
any longer in it. And intending that we shall not live any longer in it, 
He intends that we shall live ever longer without sinning.P TUK May 
12, 1898, page 293.9 


There is power in Jesus Christ to keepthe believer from sinning. 
There is virtue in the grace of God to hold back the believer in 
Jesus from serving the sinful propensities and passions that dwell in 
the human flesh. Praise His holy name forever and ever.PTUK May 
12, 1898, page 293.10 


“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound; that as sin 
hath reigned untodeath, even so mightgrace reign thru 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord."PTUK May 
12, 1898, page 294.1 


Are you dead to sin? Then how shall you live any longer 
therein? PTUK May 12, 1898, page 294.2 


A. T. JONES. 





22 


June 2, 1898 
“Free from the Service of Sin” The Present Truth 14, 22, p. 345. 


ATJ 


“KNOWING this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin."PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.1 


Plainly, therefore, the Lord intends that we shall not serve sin, and, 
accordingly, has made provision that this intention shall be 
fulfilled. PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.2 


“The body of sin” must be “destroyed,” in order that henceforth we 
shall “not serve sin.” If the body of sin is not destroyed, if sin is not 
taken up by the root, we shall certainly still serve sin, whatever our 
profession or desire.PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.3 


Indeed, if | desire not to serve sin, if | desire to live without sinning, 
and yet do not desire it enough to have the body of sin destroyed, 
to have sin completely uprooted, whatever the cost, or however 
painful the process, then my desire is not sincere, and cannot 
possibly be realized. | am _ simply tickling my fancy with a 
mirage.PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.4 


No; the body of sin must bedestroyed,—nothing short of 
destruction will do,—in order that we shall not serve sin. See, too, 
what “destroy” means: “To pull down; unbuild; demolish; to 
overthrow; lay waste; ruin; make desolate; to kill; slay; extirpate; to 
bring to naught; put an end to; annihilate; obliterate entirely; cause 
to cease, or cease to be.”PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.5 


The Lord has made full provision for this destruction of the body of 
sin; it must be accomplished by crucifixion. “Our old man is 
crucified,” “that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin.” That is the straight, sure course to 
freedom from the service of sin. PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.6 


But thank the Lord, we do not have to go this way alone. “Our old 
man is crucified with Him.” He was made “in the likeness of sinful 
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flesh” for us. He was “in all things made like unto His brethren.” He 
“was in all points tempted like as we are.” “The Lord hath laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.” And He was crucified. He was crucified 
for us. He was crucified as us. He was “the last Adam.” He was 
humanity. And in Him the old Adam—the old, sinful humanity—was 
crucified. And “our old man is crucified with Him,” in order “that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin."PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.7 


Are you indeed crucified with Him? Have you given up yourself to 
crucifixion, do you give yourself up to destruction, that you may be 
delivered from the service of sin? Is your desire to be freed from 
sinning so sincere that you freely give yourself up to crucifixion,— 
that you abandon yourself to destruction? If it is, then you can easily 
know the triumph that there is in knowing that the body of sin is 
destroyed, and that henceforth you shall not serve sin. PTUK June 
2, 1898, page 345.8 


Why is this verse of scripture written, if it is not intended that you 
shall not serve sin? And when it is written to show you this the 
Lord’s intention, then of what good is that to you, what good can it 
ever be to you, if that intention is not fulfilled in you, and you are not 
kept from the service of sin?PTUK June 2, 1898, page 345.9 


A. T. JONES. 
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June 9, 1898 
“Are You Dead?” The Present Truth 14, 23, p. 357. 


ATJ 
“HE that is dead is freed from sin.”P TUK June 9, 1898, page 357.1 


Are you freed from sin? If not, do you not see exactly where the 
difficulty lies? PPTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.2 


There stands the truth of God, that “he that is dead is freed from 
sin.” Then if you are not freed from sin, the only cause of it is that 
you are not dead.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.3 


Jesus says, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it dies, it bringeth forth much fruit."P TUK June 
9, 1898, page 357.4 


Again he says, “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit." PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.5 


Again he says, “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit." PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.6 


As the Father is glorified in your bearing much fruit, and as it is only 
“if it die,” that it “bringeth forth much fruit,” it certainly follows that 
herein is the Father glorified, that ye die.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 
357.7 


Are you dead? Are you freed from sin? Will you glorify the Lord by 
bearing much fruit? Will you die? PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.8 


“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone.”PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.9 


Do you want forever to abide alone? “Without Me ye can do 
nothing.”PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.10 


Without Him you can do nothing; without Him you abide alone; 
“except it ... die, it abideth alone;” except you die, you can do 
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nothing.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.11 


But, bless the Lord, “if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."P TUK June 
9, 1898, page 357.12 


In being dead, then, there is freedom from sin; there is abiding with 
the Lord; there is the bearing of much fruit to the glory of God; and 
the end, eternal life. PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.13 


In not being dead, there is bondage to sin; there is abiding alone; 
and the end, eternal death.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.14 


Thus he that will save his life shall lose it; but he that will lose his 
life for Christ's sake shall keep it unto life eternal.PTUK June 9, 
1898, page 357.15 


Will you lose your life and save it? or will you save your life and lose 
it?PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.16 


“It is appointed unto men once to die.” And in the Gospel, God his 
fixed it so that every man can die that “once,” so as to live 
forevermore.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.17 


Except it die, it abideth alone; but when we choose to die that we 
may bring forth much fruit, He does not leave us alone, nor ask us 


to die alone. He only asks us to die with Him. Bless His name!PTUK 
June 9, 1898, page 357.18 


Then “if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with Him.” He does not live in sin. And being with Him, we shall not 
live in sin. PTUK June 9, 1898, page 357.19 


Are you freed from sin? Are you dead? Are you dead with Christ, so 
that you live with Christ? PT UK June 9, 1898, page 357.20 


A. T. JONES. 


“The Pledge of the Inheritance” The Present Truth 14, 23, p. 361. 


ATJ 
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bbe 


THE “Holy Spirit of promise” “is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession.”P TUK June 9, 1898, 
page 361.1 


An “earnest” is “a part paid beforehand on a contract, as security for 
the whole.”PTUK June 9, 1898, page 361.2 


God in Christ has contracted to give us an eternal inheritance in “a 
better country” than this, “that is, an heavenly” having for its capital 
a glorious city, “whose builder and maker is God.”PTUK June 9, 
1898, page 361.3 


This inheritance is all bought and all paid for, for us. But the time 
has not yet fully come for the full redemption of the purchased 
possession.PTUK June 9, 1898, page 361.4 


But He who has contracted to give it to us when it shall have been 
fully redeemed, pays us a part beforehand, gives us an earnest, as 
security for the whole eternal possession.P7UK June 9, 1898, page 
361.5 


That earnest, that part paid beforehand on the contract, is the Holy 
Spirit. That security for the eternal possession is the eternal 
Spirit. PTUK June 9, 1898, page 361.6 


If you have that eternal Spirit, and as long as you have Him, you are 
sure of that eternal inheritance. If you have not that Spirit, you have 
no surety at all of the inheritance. PTUK June 9, 1898, page 361.7 


But the inheritance is a free gift to all; and so is the earnest, the 
surety, for it is a free gift to all. And that security is “that Holy Spirit 
of promise.”PTUK June 9, 1898, page 361.8 


“Ask, and it shall be given you.” “Receive ye the Holy Ghost. PTUK 
June 9, 1898, page 361.9 


A. T. JONES. 





27 


June 23, 1898 
“Servants of Righteousness” The Present Truth 14, 25, pp. 390, 391. 


ATJ 


“BEING then made free from sin, ye become the servants of 
righteousness.”P TUK June 23, 1898, page 390.1 


We can be made free from sin, then: the Word of God says so. “Our 
old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” “He that is 
dead is dead from sin.” PTUK June 23, 1898, page 390.2 


But our blessedness does not stop with being made free from sin: 
“Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness.”PTUK June 23, 1898, page 390.3 


We can not be the servants of sin and the servants of 
righteousness, both at the same time; for “when ye were the 
servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.”P TUK June 23, 
1898, page 390.4 


We must be freed from sin before we can become the servants of 
righteousness. And “he that is dead is freed from sin.”"P TUK June 
23, 1898, page 390.5 


We must be “dead with Christ” before we can “live with Him.” “For in 
that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth 
unto God.”PTUK June 23, 1898, page 390.6 


“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And just as Christ 
lives unto God since His death to sin, so we live unto God when we 
are dead with Him. When we are “dead with Him” “unto sin,” we 
“live with Him” “unto God.”PTUK June 23, 1898, page 390.7 


Have you been made free from sin? If not, why not?P TUK June 23, 
1898, page 390.8 


Have you become the servant of righteousness? If not, it is because 
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you have not been made free from sin. PTUK June 23, 1898, page 
390.9 


Have you been trying, and failing, to be the servant of 
righteousness? Have you grieved over failures until you were 
almost, if not entirely, ready to think that there is no such thing in 
this world as being indeed a servant of righteousness?P 7 UK June 
23, 1898, page 390.10 


O toiling, discouraged soul, “be of good cheer; | have overcome the 
world”! There is, in truth, in this world, in Him, the service of 
righteousness. But it comes only through “being made free from 
sin;” and only “He that is dead is freed from sin."PTUK June 23, 
1898, page 391.1 


Have you “endured the cross” of Christwith Christ? Are you 
crucified with Him? Have you given up to destruction the body of 
sin, in order that henceforth you should not serve sin? Are you dead 
with Him, and, so, freed from sin? PTUK June 23, 1898, page 391.2 


Be sure that all this is accomplished with you: then, and so, being 
“made free from sin,” you will become the servant of righteousness 
as surely as the Lord has spoken that glorious promise.P 7 UK June 
23, 1898, page 391.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 25, 1898 
“Believing the Word of God” The Present Truth 14, 34, p. 537. 


ATJ 


ONE of the leading preachers of the United States has published a 
book on the “puzzling” books of the Bible, of which he has found 
seven. This book is written not so much to tell how puzzling these 
Bible books are to him, nor why their puzzling to him, as it is to 
make it appear to other people that these Bible books are puzzling 
books to them. Another thing that may be noted is that in this book 
he has dealt only with the books—old books—that are puzzling to 
him, and therefore, as a matter of course, are, or ought to be, 
puzzling to everybody else; he has not touched the particular 
passages or verses of the Bible, outside of the special books, which 
are puzzling. PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.1 


But why should even a preacher think that because certain books of 
the Bible are puzzling to him, this fact can be of so much 
importance to other people as to call for the publication of a book on 
it? Does it certainly follow that because something is puzzling to 
him, it must be puzzling to everybody else—especially as soon as it 
is known that it is puzzling to him?PTUK August 25, 1898, page 
537.2 


Now the only possible way that any book, or any passage, of the 
Bible can be puzzling to anybody, is by his not believing it. And 
there are many things, even outside of the Bible, that puzzling to 
the person who does not believe them. The A B C’s are exceedingly 
puzzling to any man who does not believe them. And neither the 
Bible, nor any book or passage in the Bible, is any more puzzling to 
the person who believes it, than are the A B C’s to the person who 
believes them.PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.3 


But that is just the trouble with all these “critics,—they do not 
believe the Bible, they do not accept it as the word of God. They are 
critics of the word of God, not believers of the word of God. They do 
not receive the word of God for what “it is in truth, the word of God.” 
They hold it off, and criticize it, and puzzle over it; and so it can not 
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work effectually in them, because they do not believe it.PTUK 
August 25, 1898, page 537.4 


That they do not accept it as the word of God, even when they 
believe it to be true, is clear from this: Ever since 677 B.C. the Bible 
has said that “the captains of the host of the king of Assyria took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon.” One of the critics have said that until lately 
“this passage have always been a stumbling-block to the critics.” 
And the only means by which it was ever a stumbling-block to the 
critics was solely because they did not believe it.PTUK August 25, 
1898, page 537.5 


The stumbling-block that they found in this passage was in that it 
says that the Assyrians brought Manasseh to Babylon; while it was 
known that Nineveh was the capital of the kingdom of Assyria. The 
critics thought that it should have said that they brought Manasseh 
to Nineveh; and because it did not say what they thought, it was a 
stumbling-block.PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.6 


But what caused this passage to cease to be a stumbling-block?— 
Why, the records of Esar-haddon, who was then king of Assyria, 
were discovered; and these records told that Babylon was subdued 
and possessed by Assyria, and that Babylon was his residence in 
those years.PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.7 


But now the point,—they did not believe, before, that the passage 
told the truth, and of course did not believe it to be the word of God. 
Now, however, they admit that the passage tells, and always did 
tell, the exact truth; but why do they believe this now?—Not 
because it is the Word of God, but only because of what Esar- 
haddon said. If they had not yet found these words of Esar-haddon, 
or others to the same effect, they would not yet believe that the 
passage tells the truth; it would still be to them a stumbling-block. 
Therefore, as they believed it now only on the authority of Esar- 
haddon, and not on the authority of God, it is perfectly plain that 
though they now believe it to be true, they do not so believe it 
because it is the word of God. The authority which they accept rest 
upon for the truth of the passage is the authority of a man, not of 
God.PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.8 
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And whoever accepts the Word of God on the authority of a man, 
has only the word of the man; to him the Word of God is only the 
word of the man: the word of the man is put above the Word of 
God; the man is put in the place of God.PTUK August 25, 1898, 
page 537.9 


To the person who accepts the Bible as the Word of God, that 
passage never was, and never could be, a stumbling-block. It was 
the truth. And it was the truth because it was the Word of God. 
True, he might not be able to explain it to the critics, or even to 
himself; nevertheless, he knew that it was the truth; and he rested 
there. And now he is no more sure of the truth of that passage than 
he was before. Now he knows exactly how it was done; but that it 
was done, he knew as well before as now or ever, because he had 
the word of God for it, and “the Word of our God shall stand 
forever."PTUK August 25, 1898, page 537.10 


A. T. JONES. 
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